WITH PRESIDENT OBAMA: Chemist/scientist Mario Molina is awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom on November 20, 2013. Photo: Pinterest.com

Mario Molina, Chemist, Scientist (1943-)

Mexican-born chemist Mario Molina won a Nobel Prize in 1995 for “his research on how man-made
compounds affect the ozone layer.” Biography.com says he became interested in science at a young age,
creating a chemistry laboratory inside a bathroom in his home.

He moved from Mexico to the USA in 1968 to work on an advanced degree in physical chemistry from
the University of California-Berkeley. He later taught at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
and the University of California-San Diego.

Mr. Molina received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Obama on November 20, 2013

Climate change and ozone depletion are two global issues that are different but have many connections.
In the ozone depletion case, we managed to work with decision makers effectively so that an
international agreement called the Montreal Protocol was achieved that essentially solved the ozone
depletion problem.
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